Spiritual Garden Development

at
Horbury Bridge CE J&I Academy
2015



Dragon/peace garden




Totems and planters themed to the senses:

Sight: colourful flowers Touch: textured plants
Smell: herbs, fragrant plants




Sound: large rain shaker wheel




* Spiritual ‘sense’:

horseshoe bench inscribed with the Lord’s Prayer







Dragon:

e Curled ‘wings’ provide a slightly raised stage
* Planters for further themed plants

* 2 of the planters are used for sand and water




Development of outdoor reflective/spiritual areas to
complement well established classroom areas

Day 1

Collective Worship led by ‘Hand to Mouth Ministries” based

on Creation and used to introduce the idea of using the
outdoors and nature for reflection




Class sessions to explore children’s ideas for activities and
themes for reflective areas.

Children’s familiarity with indoor areas and Hand to Mouth
spiritual Journeys’ was clearly evident in their responses,
ideas and choice of themes













* Children’s ideas collated into similar themes and

resources

3 sets of reflective activities and ‘instructions’
developed; one for each term of the year to keep

areas fres

* Year 6 chi
them imp

n and maintain use

dren’s ideas prioritised so they would see

emented

* Resources purchased/made to fit the areas and
location of each planned.

* Pictures of the resources were added to the
instruction cards

Day 2

e Resources installed









Day 3 (immediately after Day 2)

 Hand to Mouth led sessions with each class and all staff,
guiding them round the areas and explaining how they
could be used

e Time given for children to use and respond
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Look at the help bear.
thing you have done that has

hurt something or someone

There may be some:

Practise saing sorry 10 the bear for the hurts you

have caused

When you feel confident. g0 and apologise to the
ndl also say sorry to God.



















* Some of the areas are within our ‘forest school’ area
so it was important they didn’t look out of place




t*
‘the mirror. Take some fime to think of your
s ard maybe you would like to thank God for










Place the

ank you | (of everyor

for fun times




A large cross was made from a split tree trunk as a
focal point in the natural environment
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Children’s responses and comments show they are enjoying
the areas and using them in a meaningful, spiritual way




